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Your speaker 
§ M.Sc. in Shipping, University Of Piraeus
§ B.Sc. in Business Administration.
§ 20 years working experience in shipping industry including on 

board & office experience in various positions.
§ Lecturing Experience, over 3.000 hours, at Public & Private 

Institutes, seminars & in house training 
§ Certified CSO & Internal Auditor from BV & DNV - GL 
§ Certified adult trainer from The Institute Of Continues Adult 

Education
§ Visited over 200 cities around the world for business or leisure 

purposes. 
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Why we need shipping regulations?
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Shipping industry characteristics

§Capital Intensive
§Labor Intensive
§Flags of conveniences
§ Incorporation/ Off shore companies 
§ International trade 
§Adventure of the sea & Maritime pollution  
§ International Law & Law of the sea
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Capital Intensive

§ Banks/ Investors
§ Underwriters & Class societies 
§ Charterers
§ Owners 

§ Different nationalities / Different law
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Labor intensive 
§ Different nationalities 

Alexander Serem elis (M . Sc.) - Shipping Lecturer IEK AKM I - M ETR O PO LITAN  C O LLEG E

6



Administrations
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Off shore companies
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International Trade
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Adventure of the sea & Maritime pollution 
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International Law & Law of the sea
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Shipping an international industry

Extremely difficult to follow common 
regulations 
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Until when?
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10 April 1912
14 April

11:40 p.m. ship's time 2:20 a.m.
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Changes in safety practices after 
the sinking of the RMS Titanic

§Lifeboats
§24-hour radio watch and distress rockets
§International Ice Patrol
§Ship design changes
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ΙΜΟ 
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§ It has always been recognized that the best way of improving 
safety at sea is by developing international regulations that are 
followed by all shipping nations and from the mid-19th century 
onwards a number of such treaties were adopted. 

§ Several countries proposed that a permanent international body 
should be established to promote maritime safety more 
effectively, but it was not until the establishment of the United 
Nations itself that these hopes were realized.

§ In 1948 an international conference in Geneva adopted a 
convention formally establishing IMO (the original name was the 
Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization, or 
IMCO, but the name was changed in 1982 to IMO).

§ The IMO Convention entered into force in 1958 and the new 
Organization met for the first time the following year.



Purpose

The purposes of the Organization, as summarized by Article 
1(a) of the Convention, are 

"to provide machinery for cooperation among Governments in
the field of governmental regulation and practices relating to
technical matters of all kinds affecting shipping engaged in
international trade; to encourage and facilitate the general
adoption of the highest practicable standards in matters
concerning maritime safety, efficiency of navigation and
prevention and control of marine pollution from ships".

Alexander Serem elis (M . Sc.) - Shipping Lecturer IEK AKM I - M ETR O PO LITAN  C O LLEG E

17



IMO's mission statement

"The mission of the International Maritime Organization (IMO)
as a United Nations specialized agency is to promote safe,
secure, environmentally sound, efficient and sustainable
shipping through cooperation. This will be accomplished by
adopting the highest practicable standards of maritime safety
and security, efficiency of navigation and prevention and
control of pollution from ships, as well as through consideration
of the related legal matters and effective implementation of
IMO’s instruments with a view to their universal and uniform
application."
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IMO regulations 

§ IMO's first task was to adopt a new version of the International 
Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), the most 
important of all treaties dealing with maritime safety. This was 
achieved in 1960. 

§ Then turned its attention to such matters as 
Ø the facilitation of international maritime traffic, 
Ø load lines and the carriage of dangerous goods, while the system 

of measuring the tonnage of ships was revised
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Torrey Canyon & Marpol
§Torrey Canyon disaster of 1967, in which 
120,000 tonnes of oil was spilled, demonstrated 
the scale of the problem.

Alexander Serem elis (M . Sc.) - Shipping Lecturer IEK AKM I - M ETR O PO LITAN  C O LLEG E

20



Global Maritime Distress and 
Safety System (GMDSS) 

§ The Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS) 
was adopted in 1988 and began to be phased in from 1992. 
In February 1999, the GMDSS became fully operational, so 
that now a ship that is in distress anywhere in the world can 
be virtually guaranteed assistance, even if the ship's crew do 
not have time to radio for help, as the message will be 
transmitted automatically.
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International Safety Management 
Code (ISM)

§ On 1 July 1998 the International Safety Management Code 
entered into force and became applicable to passenger 
ships, oil and chemical tankers, bulk carriers, gas carriers 
and cargo high speed craft of 500 gross tonnage and above. 
It became applicable to other cargo ships and mobile 
offshore drilling units of 500 gross tonnage and above from 1 
July 2002.
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STCW 
§ On 1 February 1997, the 1995 

amendments to the International 
Convention on Standards of Training, 
Certification and Watchkeeping for 
Seafarers, 1978 entered into force. 
They greatly improve seafarer 
standards and, for the first time, give 
IMO itself powers to check 
Government actions with Parties 
required to submit information to IMO 
regarding their compliance with the 
Convention. A major revision of the 
STCW Convention and Code was 
completed in 2010 with the adoption of 
the "Manila amendments to the STCW 
Convention and Code".
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AFS 2001, BWM 2004, 
Recycling Convention 2009

§ Conventions relating to the marine environment were adopted in the  2000s, 
including one on anti-fouling sytems (AFS 2001), another on ballast water 
management to prevent the invasion of alien species (BWM 2004) and 
another on ship recycling (Hong Kong International Convention for the Safe 
and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships, 2009).
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ISPS code
§ The 2000s also saw a focus on maritime security, with the 

entry into force in July 2004 of a new, comprehensive 
security regime for international shipping, including the 
International Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS) Code, 
made mandatory under amendments to SOLAS adopted in 
2002. 
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SOLAS
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Solas

§ The first version was adopted in 1914, in response to the 
Titanic disaster, 

§ the second in 1929, 
§ the third in 1948, and 
§ the fourth in 1960. 
§ The 1974 version includes the tacit acceptance procedure -

which provides that an amendment shall enter into force on a 
specified date unless, before that date, objections to the 
amendment are received from an agreed number of Parties.
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§ As a result the 1974 Convention has been updated and 
amended on numerous occasions. 

§ The Convention in force today is sometimes referred to as 
SOLAS, 1974, as amended.
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Technical provisions
§ The main objective of the SOLAS Convention is to specify minimum 

standards for the construction, equipment and operation of ships, 
compatible with their safety. 

§ Flag States are responsible for ensuring that ships under their flag 
comply with its requirements, and a number of certificates are 
prescribed in the Convention as proof that this has been done.

§ Control provisions also allow Contracting Governments to inspect ships 
of other Contracting States if there are clear grounds for believing that 
the ship and its equipment do not substantially comply with the 
requirements of the Convention - this procedure is known as port State 
control. 

§ The current SOLAS Convention includes Articles setting out general 
obligations, amendment procedure and so on, followed by an Annex 
divided into 14 Chapters.
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Structure
§ Chapter I - General Provisions
§ Chapter II-1 - Construction - Subdivision and stability, machinery and electrical 

installations
§ Chapter II-2 - Fire protection, fire detection and fire extinction
§ Chapter III - Life-saving appliances and arrangements
§ Chapter IV – Radiocommunications
§ Chapter V - Safety of navigation 
§ Chapter VI - Carriage of Cargoes 
§ Chapter VII - Carriage of dangerous goods
§ Chapter VIII - Nuclear ships
§ Chapter IX - Management for the Safe Operation of Ships
§ Chapter X - Safety measures for high-speed craft 
§ Chapter XI-1 - Special measures to enhance maritime safety
§ Chapter XI-2 - Special measures to enhance maritime security
§ Chapter XII - Additional safety measures for bulk carriers
§ Chapter XIII - Verification of compliance
Makes mandatory from 1 January 2016 the IMO Member State Audit Scheme.
§ Chapter XIV - Safety measures for ships operating in polar waters
The chapter makes mandatory, from 1 January 2017, the Introduction and part I-A 
of the International Code for Ships Operating in Polar Waters (the Polar Code)
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SOLAS & Shipping Regulations Effectiveness
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Development of International Seaborne Trade
& Fleet

Source: Allianz Global Corporate & Specialty & European Transport Safety Council 2003
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The polar code

§ The Polar Code covers the full range of design, construction, 
equipment, operational, training, search and rescue and 
environmental protection matters relevant to ships operating in 
the inhospitable waters surrounding the two poles.

§ The Polar Code includes mandatory measures covering safety 
part (part I-A) and pollution prevention (part II-A) and 
recommendatory provisions for both (parts I-B and II-B).
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Thank you for your attention 
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